THE TRUTH ABOUT THE "NO" DAY 
CELEBRATED IN GREECE 


As mentioned in the title Greece and Greeks today on the 
28th of October celebrate the "NO" (OXI) that the fascist 
dictator of Greece Ioannis Metaxas said to Emanuele 
Grazzi the ambassador that delivered Mussolini's 
ultimatum. But did he really say itP The supposed "NO" 
is one of the biggest lies of Greek History. 


The soldier of Metaxas saluting him like nazis 


28 of October 1940 at 3 in the morning. Grazzi arrives at 
Metaxas home to deliver the ultimatum. In their meeting 
there was no third party just the 2 men and both of them 
have left written testimonies about the meeting and none 
of them mentions any "NO". Grazzi in his book "The 
beginning of the end-operation against Greece" writes 
that when he delivered the ultimatum Metaxas almost 
burst to tears and was shaking and that he just 
ascertained that the countries are at war "Alors c’ est la 
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Guerre!". And in the book of Ioannis Metaxas "Personal 
Journal, Volume 4" is not mentioned any "NO". Not only 
that but Metaxas tried to bargain with the Italians asking 
Grazzi to give him at least the strategic positions Italy 
would like to occupy (The beginning of the end, page 
285-286). The fact that the fascists wanted to negotiate 
with Italy is confirmed also by the testimony of Metaxa's 
minister Amvrosios Tzifos that wrote "The deadline was in 
3 hours so nothing could be done, even if there was the 
smallest attitude" (rough translation by me, the original: 
"EfadAou n mpo8eopia tou teAEolypaq@ou NO TNiWPOG...@OTE 
dev e6i5eEto Kav Ka1poc 61d OlavOnNMOtEe EvEpyEtaV, EOTW KA 
av uImInpxe n Mapapikpa 61d8¢eo1c"). The "NO" was the 
creation of paid by the government newspapers of the 
time for propaganda purposes, and the lie was continued 
by the Greek bourgeois state to justify why Greece 
celebrates the begging of the war and not the ending. 


The real dialog went like this: 
after reading the ultimatum: 


Grazzi: "Mr. President, I must declare to you that in case 
of a noncompliance with the terms the Italian troops will 
conquer the Greek territory in 6 of the morning" 


Metaxas: "Which strategic place wants Italy to occupy?" 
Grazzi: "I do not know Mr. President" 


Metaxas: "Mr. Ambassador, the context of the ultimatum 
and the way it was delivered to me mean war on behalf of 
Italy" 


The dialog reported in Greek: 


[TKPATZI: «x. THpoedpe, eipat ertimoptiopevos va oas 
AVAKOLVOOD OT, E1G MEPIMITHOV LN ATtoSox1)¢ TOV OPV, Ta 
itadAikd OtpateUpata Oa e1loBaAovuv etc to EAANVIKOV E6aqMos 
THV Onv Mp@tivijv.» 


METAGA2: «IIoia otpatnyikKa onpeia 8éAe1 va Katadafe n 
ItaAia;» 


[TKPATZ2I: «Aev yvapiga, Kk. IIpdedpe.» 


METASAX: «x. IIpeoBeuta, to mepiexOpevov tou 
teAEOLYPAMOU KA1 O TOOTIOS KaO’ov pot EerteH6O08N ONpAaivouv 
IlOAELLOV EK PEPOUS TNS ItaAias 


But even all these do not explain why Metaxas would 
surrender to Italy or even join the Axis powers in the first 
place. It is known that he was a fascist, a nazi 
sympathizer, a Hitler admirer so why didn't he surrender 
or join the Axis? 


The truth is that joining the Axis Metaxas would suffer a 
heavy internal political loss. Joining them would demand 
giving Epirus and Preveza to the Italians and Eastern 
Macedonia and Thrace to the Bulgarians. But that was 
not the biggest problem Metaxas had, the biggest one is 
that the main lenders of Greece and stockholders of it's 
debt were "Hambro" of London "Speyer and Co" of New 
York and the National Bank of Athens. According to 
statistics from the time ("History of the Greek Nation- 
Volume 15" page 335-338) 67,42% of the external debt 
were British capitals, 9,88% were American, 7,52% were 
French, 5,40% Swedish and 3,44% Belgian, only 1,7% 
were German and 1,65% Italian. So basically the British 
owned Greece and Metaxas did not even hide it, he 
himself a few months before the declaration of war ("The 
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Secret archives of the foreign office" publications 
"Tlartupos" page 76) stated in the Daily Telegraph: "We 
are neutral as long as the UK wants us to be neutral. We 
will do nothing without coordination with the UK, and 
most of the time we do what the UK suggests. Greece is a 
vital part of Britain's Imperial Defense!" (rough 
translation by me the original: «Eipe8a oudétepo1 eq’ Ooov 
xpovov n AyyAia OéAet va eipe8a ovdetepot. Timota bev 
KaVOLEe X@pis OUVEVVONOLV LE Thv AyyAia Kal, TIS 
IIEMLOOOTEPES MOPES O,Tl KAVOPE yivetal KATA OUOTAOLV 1 
TtlapakAnotv tng AyyAias. H EAAds eivat GotiKoO Tanya ts 
ayyAikns autoKpatopikKns apuvns») 


Concluding, Metaxas was not a hero, he was not brave 
and it is illogical for Greece to celebrate this day. 


sources: Eppavouede [PxKpatot, "H apxn tou téAous-n 
eltixeiopnon Kata tng EAAddéos, eKd0o0eis Eotia" 


I@avvns Metagas, "TIooommko HpepoAdyio, topos A" 
ek60o0e1¢g TKoBootn" 

"Ta Muotika Apxeia tou Sopeiv O@@ic", BITIEP, eKd00e1¢ 
«ITATTY POX» 

«Jotopia EAAnvikou 'E8vouc» Exdottkn AOnvav topos IE 


translation of the sources: Emanuele Grazzi "The 
beginning of the end-operation against Greece" 
publications "Eotia" 


Ioannis Metaxas "Personal Journal, Volume 4" 
publications "[KoBootn" 


"The Secret archives of the foreign office" publications 
"Tlartupos" 


"The history of the Greek Nation-Volume 15" publications 
"Ex6ottkn AOnvov" 


Platon Stafa 28/10/2020 


